2007 Texas

Crime
Poll

This booklet contains questions about your thoughts and experiences
with crime and the criminal justice system in TEXAS. Your cooperation in
answering these questions will help in the fight against crime in TEXAS.

Your responses will be treated anonymously. The booklet is numbered so
we can keep track of the returns without using your name on the booklet.

Thank you for your help!
Survey Research Program

College of Criminal Justice
Sam Houston State University

am Houston

STATE UNIVERSITY
A Member of The Texas State University System

Este folleto contiene preguntas acerca de sus pensamientos y experiencias
relacionadas con crimen, y el sistema de justicia criminal en TEJAS. Su
cooperacion en, respondiendo estas preguntas ayudaria en la pelea contra
el crimen en TEJAS.

Sus repuestas seran tratadas anénimamente. El folleto esta numerado,
la numeracién ayudara conservar los resultados sin usar su nombre en el
folleto.

Tenemos incluido una versién del informe en Ingles, pero si usted prefiere
tener una copia en espanol, coloque una “X” en el espacio debajo y
regrese el folleto sin responder a las preguntas. Nosotros le mandaremos
una copia en espainol inmediatamente.

® Por favor mandeme una version en espainol del instrumento de
encuesta. (coloque el folleto sin responder, en el sobre cerrado con nuestra
direccidén y el correo pre pagado.)

Gracias por su ayuda!



A copy of this instrument is available on the internet, so if you would like to
complete it on-line rather than using this booklet, please go to http://www.
shsu.edu/~icc_srp/2007TexasCrimePoll.

If you complete the survey on-line, please go directly to the last page of
this booklet and place an “X” in the space indicating that you have done so.
Also, please record the Survey Code-Number listed on the bottom of the
last page in the appropriate space on the on-line survey. THEN PLACE THIS
BOOKLET IN THE “RETURN ENVELOPE” AND SEND IT TO US USING THE
ENCLOSED, POSTAGE-PAID ENVELOPE.

If you want to complete the survey using this booklet, please continue now.
The first three questions are “open-ended” and all others simply require
that you select a response that most closely reflects your answers.

SECTION 1: General Issues Related to Your Community

First, we would like to learn a little about your thoughts concerning what you
consider to be the most important issues facing your community, the state, and
the nation. Please answer each of the following questions by clearly writing a
short response in the space provided below each question.

1.1 What do you consider to be the single most important problem
facing your local community?

1.2  What do you consider to be the single most important problem
facing the State of Texas?

1.3 What do you consider to be the single most important problem
facing the country?

1.4  Which of the following most closely reflects the size of your
community?
® Rural
® Small town
® Small city
® Suburb
® Urban
® Don’t know
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SECTION 2: Confidence in the Criminal Justice System and Its

Components

Now we would like to focus your specific attention toward the criminal and juve-
nile justice systems and their different components to find out what kind of job

you think they are doing.

2.1 First, how much confidence do you have in each of the following
components of our criminal/juvenile justice system? Indicate
your response by placing a mark in the space with a ® below the
response that best represents your answer.

Justice System Components

A great
deal of
confidence

Some
confidence

Little
confidence

Don’t

None
know

Law Enforcement

Local Police Dept.

Dept. of Public Safety

Area Narcotics Task Force

Courts

Local adult criminal court

Local juvenile court system

Probation and Parole

Local adult community
services/supervision division

Local juvenile community
services/supervision division

State adult parole division

State juvenile parole division

Corrections/Prisons

State adult prisons

State juvenile prisons

System as a whole

State criminal justice system

State juvenile justice system
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2.2 As you think about these components, how familiar are you with
each of them?

Would you say you are “intimately familiar” (know many details about the
component’s operation and organization), “broadly familiar” (know some details
about the component’s operation and organization), “familiar” (know about the
component’s operation and organization in general terms), “somewhat familiar”
(know very little about the component’s operation and organization), or “not fa-
miliar” (no knowledge about the component at all).

Please indicate your response by placing a mark in the space with a ® below the
response that best represents your answer.

Intimately | Broadly | Somewhat Not Don’t

Justice System Components familiar familiar familiar familiar | know

Law Enforcement

Local Police Dept.

Dept. of Public Safety

Area Narcotics Task Force

Courts

Local adult criminal court

Local juvenile court system

Probation and Parole

Local adult community
services/supervision division

Local juvenile community
services/supervision division

State adult parole division

State juvenile parole division

Corrections/Prisons

State adult prisons

State juvenile prisons

System as a whole

State criminal justice system

State juvenile justice system
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2.3 Now we would like to find out whether or not you have had any
contact with each of the following components of the justice
system. During the past year, would you say you have had “a great
deal of contact,” “some contact,” “little contact,” or “no contact,”
with the different components of the system?

Please indicate your response by placing a mark in the space with a ® below the
response that best represents your answer.

A great
Justice System Components | deal of
contact

Some Little No Don’t
contact | contact | contact| know

Law Enforcement

Local Police Dept.

Dept. of Public Safety

Area Narcotics Task Force

Courts

Local adult criminal court

Local juvenile court system

Probation and Parole

Locgl adult com_mumty_ N ® ® ® ® ®
services/supervision division

Locgl juvenile ccl)rpmur?lt.y. ® ® ® ® ®
services/supervision division

State adult parole division

State juvenile parole division

Corrections/Prisons

State adult prisons

State juvenile prisons

System as a whole

State criminal justice system

State juvenile justice system
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2.4  Now we would like to learn a little about your thoughts about certain
issues related to the use of expert witness testimony in criminal cases.

If you were serving as a juror on a criminal case, how much confidence do you
think you would have in the accuracy of testimony presented by each of the
following “expert witnesses?” Please indicate your response by placing a mark
in the space with a ® below the response that best represents your answer.

9,
Witness’s Area of Specialization A great Some | Little | None Don’t
deal know

DNA Experts ® ® ® ® ®
Forensic Pathologists. ® ® ® ® ®
Forensic Ballistics Experts ® ® ® ® ®
Forensic Crime Scene Re-Creation ® ® ® ® ®
Experts
Criminal Profilers ® ® ® ® ®
Psychiatric Testimony regarding sanity/ ® ® ® ® ®
insanity
Psychiatric testimony regarding ® ® ® ® ®
competency
Psychiatric and psychological testimony ® ® ® ® ®
regarding future dangerousness

2.5 We would also like to learn about how much confidence you have in the
administration of Texas’ death penalty system. Please indicate how much
confidence you have in each of the following aspects of the death penalty
system by placing a mark in the space with a ® below the response that
best represents your answer.

How much confidence do you have

that the death penalty system in A great Some Little None Don’t
deal know

Texas:

Protects innocent people from being ® ® ® ® ®

executed?

Is being imposed fairly on poor people? ® ® ® ® ®

Is being imposed fairly on members of ® ® ® ® ®

minority groups?

Provides competent legal
representation to people charged with ® ® ® ® ®
capital crimes during their trial?

Provides people convicted of capital
crimes acceptable levels of access to ® ® ® ® ®
the appeal process?
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2.6 Do you support the death penalty for the crime of murder?
® Yes (Would you support legislation that would make the death penalty
available for persons convicted of two violent sexual offenses against
a child under the age of 14? ® Yes ® No ® Don't Know)
® No
® Don’t know

SECTION 3: Current Issues

We are also interested in asking a few questions about issues currently facing
the criminal justice system and crime victims.

3.1 How effective have the following agencies or groups been at
reducing illegal drug use and sale in your community?

Very Somewhat | Somewhat Very Don’t
Effective | Effective | Ineffective | Ineffective | know

Local Police Department ® ® ® ® ®
Local Sheriff’s Department ® ® ® ® ®
Regional Narcotics Task ® ® ® ® ®
Force

Department of Public

Safety’s Narcotics Service ® ® ® ® ®
ngmunity Watch or other ® ® ® ® ®
citizen patrol programs

Local drug prevention and ® ® ® ® ®

treatment organizations

3.2 Think about your local community. How much do you agree or
disagree with the following?

Strongly . Strongly | Don’t
Agree Agree | Disagree Disagree | know

In my community, drug abuse is a ® ® ® ® ®
serious problem.
The salle and distribution of drugs ® ® ® ® ®
is a serious problem.
Loca_lly, methamphetamine use is ® ® ® ® ®
a serious problem.
Meth.amphetamme production is ® ® ® ® ®
a serious problem.
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Question 3.2 Cont. Strongly Agree | Disagree S.trongly Don’t
Agree Disagree | know

Law enforcement in my area
has done a good job at curbing ® ® ® ® ®
methamphetamine production.
Law enforcement in my area has
done a good job at curbing the ® ® ® ® ®
sale of methamphetamine.

3.3 Recently state financial support for Regional Narcotics Task Forces
dramatically declined. As a result nearly all of the Narcotics Task
Forces in the state have disbanded. Thinking about the Narcotics
Task Force in your area, indicate how much you agree or disagree

with the following?

Strongly . Strongly | Don’t
Agree Agree | Disagree Disagree | know

My community benefited from the
enforcement efforts of the regional ® ® ® ® ®
Narcotics Task Force.
The Narcotics Task Force in my area
unfairly targeted racial and ethnic ® ® ® ® ®
minorities.
Drug law enforcement efforts will be
weaker in my area as a result of the ® ® ® ® ®
loss of the Narcotics Task Force.
The enforcement efforts of the
Narcotics Task Force in my area ® ® ® ® ®
were ethical and reasonable.

Currently in Texas there are legal restrictions on the sale of over-the-counter
drugs that are used in the production of methamphetamine. Primarily the restric-
tions are applied to products that contain ephedrine and pseudoephedrine, such
as sinus and allergy medications. According to the new law, retail establish-

ments must:

e secure products behind a pharmacy counter,
e limit the amount of a drug available for purchase to two boxes,
e require the purchaser to present a photo ID and sign a state registry.
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3.4 Consider the current restrictions on the sale of products containing
pseudoephedrine. Indicate how much you agree or disagree with

the following?

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Don’t
know

Over-the-counter medications

that can be used to manufacture
illegal drugs should only be sold by
pharmacies.

®

®

Over-the-counter medications that
can be used to manufacture illegal
drugs should be sold in limited
quantities.

Over-the-counter medications that
can be used to manufacture illegal
drugs should be stored in secure
and monitored areas.

People who purchase products
containing pseudoephedrine should
be required to show a photo ID.

People who purchase products
containing pseudoephedrine should
be required to sign a state registry.

3.5 Sitill thinking about the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine,
how much do you agree or disagree with the following?

Strongly . Strongly | Don’t
Agree Agree |Disagree Disagree | know

Restrictions on the sale of
pseudoephedrine create unnecessary ® ® ® ® ®
burdens on law-abiding citizens.
Restrictions have led to a decrease in
the production of methamphetamine ® ® ® ® ®
across the State.
Restrictions have led to a decrease in
the production of methamphetamine ® ® ® ® ®
in my community.
Laws that limit the purchase of
pseudoephedrine are effective ® ® ® ® ®
in reducing the use and sale of
methamphetamine.

3.6 In the past six months, how many times have you purchased sinus

and allergy products containing pseudoephedrine? (ex., Advil

Sinus, Tylenol Severe Allergy, Sudafed, etc.)?

(record approximate number of times)
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3.7 The last time you purchased a product containing
pseudoephedrine, where did you buy it from?
® The grocery store
® A pharmacy
® A department store such as Wal-mart or Target
® An online store or mail-order pharmacy
® Other (Please specify: )

3.8 Which statement most accurately describes your belief regarding
the role local law enforcement should take in enforcing immigration
laws?

® Local law enforcement should leave the enforcing of immigration
laws to the federal agencies.

® Local law enforcement should work together with federal agencies to
enforce immigration laws.

® Local law enforcement should take the lead in enforcing immigration
laws.

® It should not be the job of local enforcement to enforce immigration
laws, but since the federal agencies are doing such a poor job of it,
local law enforcement should enforce the immigration laws.

3.9 Which statement most accurately describes your understanding of
the role local law enforcement is permitted to take in the enforcing
of immigration laws under the current laws?

® Local law enforcement is not allowed to enforce immigration laws.

® Local law enforcement is allowed to arrest illegal immigrants on
administrative charges only.

® Local law enforcement is allowed to arrest illegal immigrants on
criminal charges only.

® | have no idea of what the law allows.

3.10 Which statement most accurately describes your belief regarding
illegal immigrants and crime?

® lllegal immigrants commit less than their “fair share” of crimes while
in the United States.

® lllegal immigrants commit about their “fair share” of crimes while in
the United States.

® lllegal immigrants commit more than their “fair share” of crimes while
in the United States.

® lllegal immigrants are a major source of crime.

Now we would like to ask some questions about ageing and crime. Please read
each of the following and select the option that best reflects your response.

Next page 2



3.11 Does the State of Texas have laws that specifically protect elderly
people?
® Yes
® No
® Don’t know

3.12 Elder citizens are at greatest risk of becoming victims of crime from
(Select only one of the following):
® Friends
® Family
® In-home caretakers other than family
® Strangers, in their own homes
® Strangers, away from home
® Nursing home staff
® Banks
® Internet criminals
® Other (Please specify )

3.13 | am most concerned about which of the following types of crime
against the elderly (Select up to three items.)
® Physical abuse from family or other caretakers
® Psychological abuse from family or other caretakers
® Neglect from family or other caretakers
® Financial abuse from fraud or identity theft
® Financial abuse from family or other caretakers
® Theft
® Robbery
® Burglary
® Rape
® Homicide

SECTION 4: Respondent Information
Finally, we would like to ask some questions about you.

4.1 What was your age at your last birthday? (record
exact number)

4.2 Which of the following best describes your racial or ethnic group?

® White

® Black

® Hispanic

® Bi-racial

® Multi-racial

® Other

® Don’t know
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4.3 What was the last grade of school you completed?
® Less than High School
® High School graduate
® Some college, business or trade school work
® College graduate
® Graduate work
® Don’t know

4.4 Do you regularly use the internet?

® Yes (Please record approximately how many hours per week you use

the internet )
® No

4.5 From which one source do you get most of your news about
crime?
® Television
® Newspapers
® Radio
® Internet
® Co-workers
® Friends
® Neighbors
® Other (Please specify: )
® Don’t know

4.6 Are you a regular viewer of television programs that deal with crime
or criminal justice issues such as CSI, COPS, Real Stories of the

Highway Patrol, Justice Files, or America’s Most Wanted?
® Yes
® No
® Don’t know

4.7 Approximately how many hours do you watch television per week?

(record approximate number of hours)

4.8 What political party most closely represents your feelings?
® Republican
® Democrat
® Independent
® Other (Please specify: )
® Don’t know

4.9 What is your religious preference?
® Protestant
® Catholic
® Jewish
® Other (Please specify: )
® Don’t know
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4.10 Please indicate your annual household income by selecting the
most appropriate choice below:
® Less than $15,000
® Between $15,001 and $30,000
® Between $30,001 and $60,000
® Over $60,000
® Don’t know

4.11 Are you a male or a female?
® Male
® Female

4.12 Do you have any comments or concerns about any of the items
presented or issues raised in this survey? (Specify below)
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4.13 If you would like to elaborate on any of your responses to items in
this survey please do so below.
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This completes the survey. Please return it right away by placing it in the
enclosed self addressed envelope. POSTAGE HAS BEEN PRE-PAID.

If you are completing the survey on-line, please check the space below and
use the number stamped on this page as the Survey Code Number where
requested. Note that this number is only used to track response rates

and does not link any of your responses to your postal address. Names of
respondents are NOT BEING COLLECTED.

® | have completed the survey on-line and am returning
this booklet as per your request.

Survey Code Number:

Again, your participation is very important and greatly
appreciated. We thank you for your cooperation.

Questions or concerns can be directed to:

Dennis R. Longmire, Ph.D.
Director, Survey Research Program
College of Criminal Justice

Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, Texas 77341-2296
(936) 294-1651

longmire@shsu.edu

Returning this survey indicates informed consent on
part of the respondent.







